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Numb. 29. 
1E 


ONS 


Sir Heiter Ryley: 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 








TAednetoap O&ober 25; 1710. 





From Moor ficlds, O&ober 23. 


Here ever I go I am ta- 
ken Notice of, cither 
out of Refpeét or ill 


Will; the grave Cirti- 
zens begin to know my Name, and 


talk of me. As I pafs’d by this 
Place. an Old Woman, who former- 
ly fold antiquated Books in rhefe 
Fields, came to me, and defired I 
would give her my Advice in an 
important Affair. I went with 
her. When fhe ER, ody fhe 
told me her Son was offered a Wife 
with. a brace of hundred Pounds ; 
but that Sum fhe thought too litrle 
for a Scholar. 1 bid her call the 
Learned Man to me, that] might 
examine him. When he came, I 
ask’d him wherher.he could Englifh 
me afew Verfes of Horace. Sir (fays 
he) 1 have heard of the Author’s 


Name, but never faw his Works. 
Have you read (faid [) Martial,Ovid, 
or Cato? Thefe Queftions put hint 
to a {tand; I found he had only gone 
as far asthe Tenfes in hisAccidence, 
He fhewed me his Writing, which I 
thought ro be tolerable, but very 
barbaroufly fpell’d. After this ftrict 
Examination, I advifed the good 
Woman to fend her Son to School 
for two or three Years longer, and 
then talk to him of a Wife. This 
wholefom Council of mine mightily 
difabliged her, and I loft the Fee I 
expected. Thus by my familiar 
way of telling People the Truth, I 
fuftain much Damage. A while ago 
one came to mc to know how I lik'd 
his Defign of a certain Projeét which 
he was going upon; I antwered, by 
no means; | muft proreft againft it, 
for many folid Reafons, which I 
laid before him. The Man was fo 
angry,that if] met him in che ay = 
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he would not fpeak to me, till he 
had tried his Invention, and run out 
the beft part of his Eftate. There- 
fore I fee the way to gain Favourites 
inthefe Times, is to diffemble and 
{peak againft ones own Sentiments. 
But now my Method is,when I have 
any Acquaintance gging upon an 
Adventure, which I do not approve 
of, 1 feemto fpeak as he does, and 
tell him, I know nor bur that it may 
do mighty well. This way of ar- 
guing I find {uits fome People beft, 
and is the moft effectual means to 
break them off of their capricious 
Humours: For their Temper is fuch, 
that they will at contrary to what 
their Friends advife ; yet this is not 
the Method to be taken with People 
of true Merit. A Gentlewoman not 


long fince wanted to know in which 
of all the Boarding-Schools about the 
Town fhe fhould place her two 
eldeft Daughters, Bel:fa and Artemis, 
which gave me much Perplexiry; be- 
caufé not only the Safety of the La- 


dies Honour, but their Education 
alfo depended upon this Choice. 
The young Gentlewomen are both 
beautiful, yet they differ very much 
in their Tempers. Be/ifa entertains 
you with a free and generous Air, 
ke off with Modetty and Integrity. 
Your Happinefs is compleated in 
her Converfation ; her Apartment is 
a Scene of curious Entertainments 
of Images and Verfes reprefenting 
Vertue and Generofity. After I had 
fate with her fome time. I went to 
vilit Artemis her Sifter, who prefen- 
ted her felf to me with a high and 
icornful Countenance. Sir, faid fhe, 


would you {peak with me? When I had 
told her my Nanve and Bufinefs, the 
led me into a lower Parlour, which 
had but one Chair and a Table in ir. 
We fell into DifCourfe of her Birth 
and Fortune. I told her | thought 
fome People had not fo much Breed- 
ing in them as their Chara@er fairly 
intit'led them to; and I, to vex her 
the more,took Notice of the Straight- 
nefs of the Room fhe had brought 
mero. She look’d very angry ; for 
you muft know, the utmoft Vaniry 
of proud Perfons is to be worfhiped, 
and you cannot melt down their 
Spirits fooner, than by making them 
fenfible of their ambitious Carriage. 
However, fhe was for having me to 
tind out, that fhe was the handfom- 
eft of all the Family, and entertained 
young Men whom the fancy’d with 
as much Freedom as they could rea- 
fonably expect. I was mightily taken 
with Belifa ; Itold her Mother fhe 
was certainly of an excellent Genius. 
She contradicted me with much Paf- 
fion, and mentioned their different 
Characters. Artemis (fays the) is re- 
ferv’d and thrifty, but Be/i/a is too 
frank in her Converfation, and too 
liberal in her Expences. I convinc'd 
her of her Miftake, and told her the 
would fee Beli/a in a fhort time made 
happy in Marriage,and Artemis very 
unfortunate: For Men (faid 1) love 
thofe Women beift, who are the 
wifeft and moft vertuous; and I 
found Belifa to be one of thofe in- 
— young Women. After 
this | named a Boarding-School at 
Hackney, where the Ladies now re- 
fide ; who are much noted among 
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abundance of the fober Youths in 
London, who are very earneft to en- 
joy Belifa for her true Merits, and 
Artemis for her great Fortune. 





From St. Dunflan’s Stepney ,O@ob. 24. 


EING at a Friend’s Houfé in 

this Place, writing a Letter to 
fend by the Poft, I was interrupted 
by aSea Commander, who wanted 
to advife with me about putting a- 
way his Wife forcommitting Adul- 
tery. Seeing the Man tranfported 
with Rage and Jealoufy, I d:fired 
him to fit down and confider Cir- 
cumftances rightly before he charg’d 
the Faét too home : For (faid I) 
fome Men havecomplaincd mightily 
of the Inconftancy of their Wives, 
when there has been nothing at all 
in the Matter; and I do not know 
but it may be fo in your Cafe. This 


Difcourfe of mine, I found, put him , 


into fuch a violent Pailion, that I 
thought he would have pull'd me 
by the Beard. He told me,for ought 
he knew,I might be one of his Wive’s 
Companions , for (fays he) I actually 
catchd her in Bed with a Marine 
Offecr ; and for you to vindicate 
fuch a Harlot, is not to be born. I 
kindled my Gentleman’s Hear ftill 
more,by telling him tharI had heard 
the whole Truth of the Story before 
he came in, and did believe that 
hat he had affirmed wastrue ; but 
that I told him could nor at all jufti- 
fy his Cenfure ; his Wife no doubt 
had noill Intention ; fhe had done 
nothing which Juftice and Reafon 


could not bear her out in. What 
(faid 1) becaufe 2 Woman being de- 
ceived by the Refemblance which 
may be between her crue Husband 
and another Man, fhould grant to 
that Perfon all the Privileges of Mars 
riage, as is the Cafe of your Wife, 
mult fhe be a Courtezan ? I fay, her 
Chaftity ought not to fufler by it. 
Your Spoufe has done you no real 
Injury, and you would be the molt 
unjult of aliMen if youfhould accufe 
her of having violated the Conjugal 
Faith ; fuppofing that fhe did not 
defign in the leaft to deceive herfelf. 
For if the Impatience of recovering 
a Husband made her overlook the 
Sufpicions fhe might have at the 
Sight of a Man like you, who took 
that Title upon him. Or if fhe had 
believed that he was her true Huf- 
band, becaufe fhe wifhed it might be 
fo, forthe Reafons | have intimated, 
removing from her Mind every thing 
that may induce her to doubt of it; 
I fhould then very much abate of the . 
good Opinion I had of her Merit, 
and | could not blame you for cal- 
ling her Chaflity in queftion, and 
looking upon her Vertues as waver- 
ing. ‘The natural Likenefs which 
is to be found between two Men is 
never fo perfect, but they differ in 
fomething ; from whence it may be 
concluded, that a Woman who is 
deceived by it acts unwarily. But 
in this very Point fhe wants not an 
Excufe ; for are there any of the 
Female Sex that fcruple to receive 
their Husbands after they have been 
along Voyage, unlefs they prove 
firftthat they are their real Huf- 
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bands ? When they fee them come 
into their Chamber in the dusk of 
the Evening , before Candles are 
lighted,don't they go and meet them? 
And arethey not ready to fhew them 
all manner of civil Complaifance, 
without making any Enquiry ? Does 
any Body cenfure them for it? If 
not, why Should we blame an unfor- 
tunate Wosen, who has been decei- 
ved by an Impoftor, who was in all 
refpects as like her Husband, as one 
may appear to be in a dark Room. 
It is plain, that if fhe be blamed, all 
Women who behave themfelves in 
that manner towards their Husbands 
are alfo criminal. Thefe kind of 
Arguments brought the Man to Rea- 
fon, his Rage and Jealoufy vanifh'd. 
He told me what I Jaid down had 


entirely convinced him of his Error, 


and he would go home and embrace 
his Wife with as real Affection as 
ever. 





From my Study, October 24. 
I Have been bufie of late in col- 


le&ting what Inftances are moft 
likely to make the ftrongeft Impref- 
fions on a Mans Life; and after a 
long Study I found that true Mora- 
lity is the livelieft Charaéter for our 
Imitation. It has a greater effect up- 
on us, than any trifling Amufement ; 
the one by its natural Beauty is of 
Force to gain upon the Paffions; the 


other by its black Stains never fails to 
infeét the Pririciples. Indeed, the 
fight of good A tions docs not always 
fix fuch an Impretiion upon the Mind, 
as to make a Min immediately a 
Convert, but it gives him atrueT alte. 
It is obvious, that when thcfe two 
contrary Portraitures are prefented 
to our View, the belt drawn Piece, 
which is Vertue, ftrikes moft upon 
the Senfes cowards the extinguifhing 
of ill Habits. Ihave ever had this 
Idea of things, and for that Reafon 
have laid down Rules in all my 
Works for the Inftruétion and Orna- 
ment of Life’ That which firft in- 
duced me to fteer this Courfe, was 
the many Obfervations I made on 
the Writings of divine and prophane 
Authors. ii an obfcene Piece has 
been publifh’d by one Bookfeller, 
the Sence of the Teun has foon ru- 
ined the Sale of it, and carried the 
threng of Cultomers to the other. 
Such beens mutt needs be the natu- 


. ral Confequence of two different 


Principles, as certainly as that there 
is a far greater Number of Stars out 
ot fight of the naked Eye,than there 
is within its View. Every Man is 
Judge of the immediate Reward of 
good Actions, but very few believe 
that Vice will ever hereafter mect 
with any great Honour. The way 
then to gain Reputation (in my O- 
pinion) 1s to offer fuch things az are 
molt reafonable, and which point to 
the wifeft Ends. 





